
Using the ecologically unique Solitary  
Islands as a backdrop, The National   
Marine Science Centre lets your primary 
students explore the wonders of the sea 
through innovative activities in the      

environment and science. 

Working alongside enthusiastic scien-
tists, students develop their scientific 
skills through hands-on interactive    

curriculum-based activities.    

With plenty of activities to choose from 
and a world class marine science facility 
your students will have an experience 

that will be ôUNDERô this world!  

How to get here 

PRIMARY SCHOOLPRIMARY SCHOOL   

ACTIVITY PROGRAMACTIVITY PROGRAM   
The National Marine Science Centre is locat-
ed 3 km north of Coffs Harbour and located 
next to Novotelôs Pacific Bay Resort complex. 

Street Address:  2 Bay Drive, 
Charlesworth Bay, Coffs Harbour 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 4321, 

Telephone: 61 2 6648 3900/3918 
www.solitaryislandsaquarium.com 

 

Who are we? 

The National Marine Science Centre, a 
teaching and research facility of Southern 
Cross University, is committed to ensuring 
Australiaôs capacity to address key marine 
issues and training a new generation of 
suitably equipped scientists. 

The Schools Education Activity Program 
offers activities that allow students to    
develop a greater understanding of these 
key environmental issues through óhands 
onô learning. 

Engaging students with 
real scientists! 



Marine Discovery Activities 

Activity  Total 
Hours  

Year 
level  

Description  Cost per  
Student  

Included  

Undersea Explorer  1.5  1-6  Allow your students to explore the unique un-
dersea world of the Solitary Islands through a 
�J�X�L�G�H�G�� �W�R�X�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �1�0�6�&�·�V�� �6�R�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �,�V�O�D�Q�G��
Aquarium.   

$6  Aquarium 
entry and 
program  

Beach Communities 
study +  

2  4-6  Students examine the varying characteristics 
and adaptations organisms possess to live in 
this ever changing environment.  

$8  Program  

Rocky shore ecology +  2.5  4-6  Students explore the ecology of coastal rocky 
shore ecosystems and gain an appreciation for 
the diversity of life on the rocky shore.  

$8  Program  

Beach Dynamics and 
the Science of Sand  

1.5  4-6  Waves, wind and currents shape our beaches 
every day.  Students explore elements of beach 
dynamics and factors that influence it includ-
ing human impacts.  Students also investigate 
the fascinating world of sand and the interest-
ing story each grain of sand tells.  

$8  Program  

Sea and shorebirds of 
our coast  

1.5  4-6  Introduces students to the ecology of coastal 
seabirds and shore birds and their adaptations 
to life near the sea.  

$8  Program  

Mangrove Ecosystem +  1.5  4-6  Students explore the ecology of mangrove eco-
systems and gain an appreciation for what it 
takes to live in these areas.  

$8  Program  

Sea Me!  2  4-6  Animals come in all shapes and sizes.  Allow 
your students to become scientists to sort and 
classify a range of marine organisms and help 
them to develop an understanding of key     
morphological differences. In this activity, stu-
dent identify physical characteristics of living 
marine creatures  

$10  Aquarium 
entry and 
program  

The Web of Life  1.5  1-6  Eat or be eaten!  This activity investigates the 
interactions and dynamics between producers 
and consumers through discussion and   
demonstration.  

$10  Aquarium 
entry and 
program  

 + this activity is tide dependent    
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What is included in your visit 

�„ �� Provision of pre-excursion resource ma-

terials for the chosen activity containing: 

�x��Ecosystem information 

�x��Activity outline 

�x��Risk Management checklist 

�„ �� Professional assistance by a practicing      
marine scientist 

�„ �� Supply and use of NMSC equipment and  
resources throughout activity 

�„ �� Tour of the NMSC aquarium (not availa-
ble with field activities)  

How to book your visit 

1. Choose an activity (be aware that field 

activities are tide dependent) 

2. Chose a date that is suitable 

3. Visit www.solitaryislandsaquarium.com 
and follow the Education link and com-

plete an on-line booking form. Or 

4. Contact the Education Program Manager 
at 02 6648 3918 or email                     

aquarium@scu.edu.au 

5. Receive confirmation of the activity and 

prepare for a marine-tastic experience! 

How do I get more information 

If you would like more information about our 
program or would like a more detailed         
description of a particular activity including 
state curriculum learning outcomes please 
visit our website: 
www.solitaryislandsaquarium.com  and fol-
low the school program links or contact the    

Education Program Manager. 


